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Remembering People in our Paths

This time of year is for remembering models, mentors, martyrs, and matriarchs. We can
begin at one end of the month with Mother’s Day and conclude it with Memorial Day, and
there will even be a few graduations, too. It is at this time of year [ am invited to offer the
invocation and closing prayer at a banquet given for the students who achieve academic
excellence during their years at the high school where I spent 17 years as a teacher. The
highlight of the evening comes from the seniors who have managed to maintain that high
academic standard for all four years. They offer a tribute and make a presentation to the
person who has made the greatest impact on their lives thus far. I loved hearing those
tributes when I was a teacher on staff, and I love that part still as a part of the audience.

These bright young people tell stories of parents, coaches, teachers, or relatives who mod-
eled integrity, a strong work ethic, and compassion. There will be those humorous ac-
counts of incidents where a lesson was learned or advice was given and heeded (or not),
plus poignant tales of safe havens and broad shoulders provided when life was going
awry. Invariably, they will share the sacrifices parents have made that they might succeed.
On that evening I think of the commandment to honor your father and your mother, as the
LORD your God has commanded you, so that you may live long and that it may go well
with you in the land the LORD your God is giving you. This is the only commandment that
comes with a promise attached, and I think these students do well when they acknowl-
edge the jobs parents can do for children.

We all have someone who sacrificed for us. [ have heard you tell stories of your mothers
and fathers or, perhaps, neighbors who meant a great deal to you. You've shared tales of
time spent in the armed forces serving under officers to whom you owe much. I am con-
vinced God places people in our paths to bless us with their presence, their influence, and
their wisdom. And, when we
might feel that that is not the
case, God makes another prom-
ise to us, one we hear from the
prophet Isaiah: “Even to your old
age and gray hairs, [ am he, [ am
he who will sustain you. I have
made you and [ will carry you; I
will sustain you and I will rescue
you.” Itis God upon whom we
essentially rely and to whom we
can certainly pay tribute through
our worship and our own
remembering.









