
 Yes, love is in the air with Valentine’s Day around the 
corner. But you wanna know what 
really makes my tail wag?  

 It’s the Westminster Kennel Club 
Dog Show on TV on Feb. 13 & 14, when 
you can see canines of all breeds strut 
their stuff. 

 The first Westminster Dog Show 
was held in 1877, making it the second-
longest-running annual sporting event 
in America after the Kentucky Derby.  

 The show originated as a show for hunting dogs. A 
group of hunters who met at the Westminster Hotel in New 
York City wanted to see who had the best setter or pointer. 

 Today, 2,500 dogs compete in seven groups: Sporting, 
Hound, Working, Terrier, Toy, Non-Sporting, and Herding.  

 I think I would do well in the herding part—I can 
round up a gaggle of kids faster than an ice cream truck on 
a hot day in the park. 

 In the end, the winners of the seven groups compete 
for Best In Show.  

 The wire fox terrier has won this honor the most, at 
13 times. America’s most popular dog breeds, the Labrador 
retriever and the golden retriever, have never won … unless 
you count the hearts of their owners! 

 Wag, wag, 

 Tanner 
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February Birthdays 
Clarabell Heath Homes    1 

Mary Park  Apartments   1 

Betty Deardurff Apartments   2 

Marilyn Powell Apartments   3 

Betty Smith  Center    5 

Gene Inskeep  Apartments   6 

Madge Caldwell Apartments   7 

Joan Secrist  Inn     7 

Edward Dowdy Center    8 

Russell Prater  Homes    8 

Jacob Leichty  Homes  11 

Phyllis Young  Apartments  11 

Shelia Brown  Apartments 12 

Judy Craig   Center  13 

Elinor Dowden Apartments 13 

Mary McMaster Center  13 

Kathleen Robinson Center               13 

Mary Joan Yoder Center  14 

Arnie Regier  Homes  15 

Douglas Shreve Center  15 

Merlin Kress  Center               18 

Barbara Markin Apartments 19 

Carl Beard  Center  21 

Leah Cook  Inn  24 

Marion Hemphill Homes  28 

 Jigsaw puzzles, in various stages of completion, grace the table in the 
Center’s library. They can be anything from landscapes to butterflies and 
flowers. However, the most difficult one to date has been one of a very 
large candy cane. From the moment the pieces were dumped onto the ta-
ble, this particular puzzle has produced more discussion (and grumbling) 
than any others.  Everyone seemed to take delight in adding a piece or two. 

 Invented by a teacher in mid-eighteenth century, the point of his 
puzzle was to reassemble a map—an early educational toy to teach British 
children their geography. Although there are many puzzle manufacturers, 
the toy and board game company Ravensburger, which  began making jig-
saw puzzles in 1964, entered the Guinness Book of World Records with the 
largest puzzle ever. Measuring 17 feet by 6 feet, it contains 32,256 pieces 
and weighs 42 pounds (and comes with its own dolly for easy transport). 
The subject matter—32 paintings by artist Keith Haring. 

 Accomplishing something together blessed those who participated 
in the candy cane assembly.  While their approaches may have been differ-
ent, they encouraged one another along the way and celebrated when the 
last piece went in.  In choosing his disciples, Jesus called men with differ-
ent approaches and attitudes toward life and even toward the Master him-
self. How they went about the work they were commissioned to do took 
them far afield, but they were all centered on Jesus Christ and on building 
the church.  They all contributed their piece to the puzzle that became 
Christianity. A community of faith operates in much the same way.  

 Whether there are 40 or 140 individuals; each one, like a puzzle 
piece, while different, is an important part of the picture. Each member of 
the community brings to the table his or her insights, experiences, and 
faith and becomes part of the entire blessing.  It took many to finish that 
puzzle in the library; it takes many to further the work of Jesus Christ. But 
what a celebration comes to us along the way! 

 February 22 is Ash Wednesday—the church rite of the imposition of 
ashes. It is then we are reminded of the dust from which we come and to 
which we will return. It is then we begin putting the “pieces” of our Lenten 
journey together that we might more fully celebrate Christ’s resurrection.  

 The blessing is that we don’t make this journey alone. 

       Pastor Cheryl 

Pastor Cheryl  
Siegenthaler 

Chaplain 
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Puzzles allow us to work together 

Front Porch Front Porch Front Porch    Front Porch Front Porch Front Porch    
   

Tanner 
Director of                   

Pet Therapy 

Tanner Tales 

My favorite show 

The wire fox terrier has won 

more of Westminster’s          

Best In Show                     

awards than any other breed. 



Monica Hill shows us 
just one the exercises 
that can be performed 
on a Bowflex machine. 

It’s time to flex those muscles with a Bowflex 
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It’s a beautiful day in the neighborhood 

     You have seen the commercials in TV and wondered, “How does that thing work?” 

 Now you can try it out for yourself – with proper guidance, of 
course. 

 It’s the Bowflex machine and one is now available to use in 
the Aquatic & Fitness Center here at Green Hills. 

 “I love this machine for all of it’s versatility.  This machine is 
30 different machines in one.  Just by changing a few hooks and 
weight bows you can work a new muscle group,” explained Monica 
Hill, Wellness Director.  

 “I believe that fitness is important at ANY age and any level, 
this is what the Bowflex brings to Green Hills - strength training at 
any fitness level,” she explained. 

 To learn how to use this machine properly, contact Monica by 
calling 650-7128 to set up an appointment.  

 She can also set up a Bowflex program for you. 

 On February 19, 1968, Fred Rogers first invited children to be 
his neighbor on his hit show Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood.   

 Fred Rogers once said, “One of the greatest gifts you can give 
anybody is the gift of your honest self. I also believe that kids can 
spot a phony a mile away.”  

 Taking this belief to heart, he created a show that did not    
follow a plot, but instead allowed him to talk to his audience about 
issues. He demonstrated experiments, met members of his             
community, did crafts, and played music. His show was simple, 
natural, and wonderful. 

 Fred Rogers himself wrote the song, “Won’t You Be My 
Neighbor.” One of his famous cardigan sweaters hangs in the    
Smithsonian Institution.  

 And his sneakers? He found them to be quieter than his work 
shoes when he was walking around the set, so he decided to change 
into them on the air at the beginning of every episode. 

“Often when you think 

you're at the end          

of something,          

you're at the               

beginning of           

something else.” 

~ Fred Rogers 

 

 Ever feel the need to make up for lost time? You’re not alone. In fact, the entire 
world will be making up for lost time on February 29, the Leap Day for 2012’s Leap Year. 

 Ancient cultures kept calendars like we do today, but these were based on lunar    
cycles that followed the phases of the moon, making each month only 29.5 days long.  

 One year would last only 354 days, not nearly enough days 
for an actual year, which lasts 365.242 days, the amount of time it 
takes the Earth to orbit the sun. 

 These 354-day calendars wreaked havoc when it came to 
celebrating annual holidays. As the years passed, autumn harvest 
festivals were celebrated during the spring planting season!  

 The Egyptians were the first culture to correct the amount 
of days, and they even added an extra day, a Leap Day, to the calendar every fourth year to 
prevent these problems. 

 Cleopatra shared this system with 
her boyfriend Julius Caesar, and Caesar   
decided to fix the Roman calendar. In the 
year 46 B.C., Caesar instituted a year that 
lasted 445 days – later called the Year of 
Confusion – to reset the entire calendar.  

 Then he started a new 12-month-
long year of 365 days, with an extra Leap 
Day added every fourth year to make up 
for the lost. But this still was not perfect.  

 This extra day was still 11 minutes 
too long, which meant that an entire extra 
day would be added to the calendar every 
128 years.  

 That may seem small, but 1,000 
years later, this created major problems. 
Now it was Pope Gregory XIII’s turn to fix 
the calendar.  

 He decided to keep the Leap Day, but 
only one out of every four “century years” 
would observe a Leap Year.  

     

Here’s your chance to make up for lost time 

 Reader’s Digest may be the most 
popular magazine in the world, with      
millions of readers worldwide in over 70 
countries and with editions translated into 
over 20 languages. This magazine was 
started by a man named DeWitt Wallace, 
who conceived the idea while recovering 
from shrapnel wounds suffered in World 
War I. He launched the first issue in       
February of 1922. 

 His idea was simple. He would 
gather his favorite articles from a wide   
variety of magazines and publish them   
together in one journal. Sometimes he 
even rewrote and shortened articles that 
were too long. Wallace hoped that his little 
magazine would earn him $5,000 a year, 
and by 1929, it was generating $900,000 a 
year. Surprise, surprise.  

 I wonder how long it took Wallace to 
digest that. 

Chew on this ... 






